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A. The DWI Detection Process  

 
Slide 4. 

DWI detection will be defined as: “The entire process of identifying and gathering evidence to 
determine if a subject should be arrested for a DWI violation.” 

 

 

B. Three Phases of the Detection Process  

 
Slide 5. 

We will look at the collection and articulation of evidence in terms of the three phases of DWI 
detection:  Phase One – Vehicle in Motion; Phase Two – Personal Contact; Phase Three - Pre-
Arrest Screening. 

When does it begin?  When the law enforcement officer’s attention is first drawn to a vehicle. 

Highlight situations locally and nationally resulting in poor enforcement 
activities. Increase in fatal crashes, etc. 
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The detection process ends when the officer decides there is or is not sufficient probable cause 
to arrest the subject for DWI. The officer’s attention may be drawn to a particular vehicle or 
individual for a variety of reasons. 

 

The precipitating event may be a loud noise, an equipment or moving violation, unusual but not 
necessarily illegal behavior, or almost anything else. 

 

Initial detection may or may not carry with it a suspicion the driver is impaired. 

The detection process: Yes - Do it now; Wait - Look for additional evidence; No - Don’t do it. 

The detection process ends with an arrest or release decision. That decision should ideally be 
based on the totality of the evidence collected throughout each of the three phases. 

 

However, situations and circumstances may vary in a manner that could preclude the 
completion of all three phases. Examples of these circumstances would be police pursuits, 
motorist assists, vehicle crashes, traffic direction, sobriety checkpoints, etc. Law enforcement 
officers should not leap to the arrest/no arrest decision, but rather proceed carefully through 
each of the three phases when possible. This process helps to identify all the available evidence 
needed to make an arrest decision. 

 

Ask participants, what are some examples of things that would draw your 
attention to a vehicle? 

Refer to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Driving 
cues. 

DWI arrests can be initiated through any contact with motorist. 

Most vehicle stops do not begin with suspicion of DWI. 

When the totality of the evidence is available. 
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Slide 6. 

In Phase One, you usually observe the driver operating the vehicle. 

§ What do you observe? 
§ What do you do? 

The DWI detection process does not always Include all three phases. Sometimes DWI detection 
occurs when Phase One is absent, such as, cases in which you have no opportunity to observe 
the vehicle in motion. 

 

Examples include crashes, sobriety checkpoint, and motorist assistance. 

  

Ask participants to identify other examples of incidences where the officer does 
not observe Phase One. 
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Slide 7. 

In Phase Two, after you have stopped the vehicle, there usually is an opportunity to observe 
and speak with the driver face-to-face. 

§ What do you observe? 
§ What do you do? 

 

Sometimes there are situations when Phase Two does not occur. 

 

For example, crashes where a driver is transported to a hospital and significant time passes 
before contact is made by the investigating officer. 

  

Give examples of interviewing techniques:  dividing the driver’s attention by 
asking for more than one document, asking interrupting questions, etc.  

Ask participants for examples where Phase Two may not be present. 
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Slide 8. 

In Phase Three, you usually have an opportunity to administer the SFSTs and additional ARIDE 
tests to the driver to evaluate whether there is any degree of impairment. You may, depending 
upon your agency policies and State laws, administer a preliminary breath test in addition to 
SFSTs to verify alcohol is or is not the cause or a contributing factor of the impairment. 

 

 
Slide 9. 

Each detection phase usually involves two major tasks and one major decision. Each of the 
major decisions can have any one of three different outcomes: Yes – Do it Now; Wait – Look for 
Additional Evidence; No – Don’t Do It. 
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Slide 10. 

Phase One – Task One: – Observe the vehicle in motion. Decision Point: Is there reasonable 
suspicion to stop the vehicle? 

Phase One – Task Two:  Continue to observe the vehicle and the stopping sequence. 

 

 
Slide 11. 

Phase Two – Task One:  Observe and interview the driver face-to-face. 

Officers should follow their departmental policy governing traffic stops and investigations. 

Decision Point: Should you instruct the driver to exit the vehicle for further investigation? 

Phase Two – Task Two:  Observe the driver’s exit and walk from the vehicle. 
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Slide 12. 

 

Phase Three – Task One:  Administer SFSTs and ARIDE roadside tests.  

Decision Point: Is there sufficient probable cause to arrest the driver for DWI? 

Phase Three – Task Two:  Task Two - Arrange for or administer a preliminary breath test. 

Do the results indicate an alcohol-DWI or a drug-DWI? SFSTs, Other Tests/Observations (MRB, 
FTN, LOC, pupil size) 

 

Sometimes there are situations when Phase Three does not occur. There are cases in which you 
would not or could not administer SFSTs to the driver. This decision is made by the officer and 
the circumstances. 

 

Examples include: The driver is impaired to the point they are unable to safely complete the 
tests; The driver is injured to the extent they are unable to complete the tests; The driver 
refuses to submit to tests; Circumstances or other conditions that do not allow for the safe 
administration of SFSTs. 

 

Give examples of what should be used:  SFST (including VGN), MRB, LOC, pupil 
size observation. 

Ask participants for examples where phase three may not occur. 

Ask participants for examples. 
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C. Effective Roadside Interview Techniques  

 
Slide 13. 

This evidence is critical to successful prosecution of the DWI case. In order for the law 
enforcement officer to gather valuable information during the detection process, they must 
learn and practice effective roadside interview techniques. 

 

 
Slide 14. 

What you say includes word choice, for example: crash or accident. 

 

You should tailor your word choices to the situation or circumstances that exist at the time. 

What you say also includes communication style, for example: The rate of the questioning, tone 
of your voice. 

Ask participants for some examples of appropriate word choices? 
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You should tailor the speed and tone of questioning to the situation and circumstances at the 
time. 

 

 
Slide 15. 

What you do includes your physical positioning and demeanor. For example, physical 
positioning is keeping officer safety in mind, avoid an over bearing posture or stance. 

 

Examples of demeanor are maintaining professionalism and facilitating open dialog. Ask 
questions that will place the driver at ease. Allow them to talk about themselves. Develop a 
good rapport with the subject. 

  

Ask participants to indicate some overbearing positions. Remember: The goal is 
to encourage cooperation. 
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Slide 16. 

What you see can include bloodshot eyes, dilated pupils, muscle tremors, clothing, 
paraphernalia, etc. What you smell can include alcoholic beverage, chemical odors, marijuana, 
etc. What you hear can include slurred speech, admissions of drug use, unusual and/or 
inconsistent statements, drug terminology, etc. 

 

D. Identifying and Documenting Observed Indicators of Impairment  

 
Slide 17. 

During the detection process, many different situations arise which can affect the identification 
and documentation of your observations. It is the law enforcement officer’s responsibility to 
conduct a thorough and complete investigation.  

Since detection begins with the observation of the vehicle, absent extraordinary conditions, 
short cuts in the three phases of detection process should not occur. Officers should follow up 
on all observations that indicate impairment to determine whether impairment is present and if 
that impairment is due to alcohol, drugs, or a combination of both.  
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During Phase Two of the detection process, a driver may offer a reason for their behavior or 
physical appearance. 

 

Examples include, the reason they were weaving was because they were adjusting the radio or 
using a cell phone, or the reason their eyes are glassy is because they worked a double shift. 

At this point you should draw on your training and experience to determine if impairment is 
present, what is causing the signs you have observed, and is more information needed to make 
a determination. 

 

 
Slide 18. 

Remember:  If you don’t record the evidence, it didn’t happen.  

This determination, similar to the decision to arrest, is rarely based on one observation or 
factor. Rather these decisions are usually based on the totality of the circumstances. 

The signs, symptoms, and general indicators discussed during this training are meant to assist 
law enforcement officers in recognizing impairment based on alcohol, drugs, or a combination 
of both. 

ARIDE training enhances their knowledge about drug-impaired driving, but there is more to 
learn in order to classify a drug category or categories as the cause of that impairment. 
Whenever possible, a DRE should be summoned to assist with a drugged-driving investigation 
to help gather additional evidence to identify the likely drug category(ies) involved. 
Additionally, this course is intended to assist criminal justice professionals with understanding 
impairment based on alcohol, drugs, or a combination of both. 

The information presented as part of this training is not intended nor meant to equip the officer 
with the knowledge or ability to categorize the impairment observed with a specific drug 
category.  

Ask for examples from personal experiences. 
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In an effort to help the participant learn what types of observations may be important as part 
of the detection process, we have included an ARIDE Drug Category Matrix which lists many 
common indicators of impairment. This matrix is derived from the larger, more detailed DRE 
Symptomatology Matrix utilized in the DEC Program. 

The ARIDE matrix will help the officer organize their observations during the traffic stop. In 
addition to documenting the indicators, the officer should take care to articulate the 
circumstances and environment in which the stop was conducted. This descriptive information 
will paint a picture for the prosecutor and the court, thereby presenting the evidence in an 
effective fashion. 

 

E. Case Preparation and Prosecution  

 
Slide 19. 

Case preparation begins with the first observations of the vehicle during Phase One of the 
detection process. Although State DWI/DUID statutes are different and the legal requirements 
necessary to prove each element of the offense differs from State to State, the detection 
process remains the same. Therefore, regardless of what the statute requires, it is important 
law enforcement officers understand both the elements of the State statutes and what 
evidence the prosecution needs to prove each element. 
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Slide 20. 

During the detection process, it is critical officers keep in mind the legal requirements of their 
State. It is equally important the officer organize and document their observations in terms of 
the three detection phases. By doing this, you will assist the prosecutor in case preparation and 
presentation in court. A successful prosecution for impaired driving begins with building a DWI 
prosecution team. The most important part of this process is to remember that it does not 
matter who leads the effort. 

 

 
Slide 21. 

The most significant benefit of the team is more comprehensive case preparation and a more 
effective prosecution. 

 

1. What does that mean – DWI prosecution team? 
2. Who is on that team? 
3. Why isn’t the officer’s word and observations enough? 

Ask the following questions to start a discussion with participants. 
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4. Doesn’t this mean more work? 
5. How does this help me do my job? 

The foundation for a strong DWI prosecution team is the relationship between the law 
enforcement officer(s) involved with the arrest and the prosecuting attorney(s) associated with 
the case. Effective communication and a clear understanding of each group’s objectives and 
expectations is essential to the success of the DWI prosecution team. 

Additionally, toxicologists, breath testing professionals, DREs, and other expert witnesses 
provide specific details that help build the case as well as support the law enforcement officer’s 
testimony during the trial. We often forget about the other potential members of the team who 
are not directly part of the case preparation.   

This section will use the word “process” to describe the sequence of activities and actions 
which take place during a DWI traffic stop, arrest, and prosecution. This word is not used by 
accident. It is important for the participants in this training to begin to view DWI enforcement 
and prosecution as a process which can be continually improved and refined. 

It is rational to believe that every DWI traffic stop, arrest, and prosecution are different, but it is 
also reasonable to assume there are common elements each time an officer encounters an 
impaired driver and a prosecutor prepares a DWI case. If we can concentrate on common 
elements and work to optimize how we handle them, then we can be better prepared for court 
and common defense strategies and challenges. We must work together to utilize this team in 
order to follow a similar protocol with each case. Remember, Consistency Yields Reliability. 
Throughout this training, we have discussed information in terms of the three phases of DWI 
detection process. 

 

 
Slide 22. 

What is a Case File? 

Case File: Includes all supporting documentation to justify the stop and the arrest 

§ All observations and field notes 
§ Impairment test results 

§ Chemical test results 
§ Photos 
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§ Diagrams of the scene 
§ Videos and audio recordings 
§ Dispatch logs 
§ Witness lists 

§ Statements 
§ Administrative reports 
§ Any other relevant evidence 

Remember: Comprehensive Case Preparation Yields Effective Courtroom Presentation 

 

 
Slide 23. 

Phase One: Vehicle in Motion (Observation of the subject’s driving) – Preparation for trial 
begins with the first observation of the vehicle in motion, which is usually the first point of 
attack. In some cases, the reasonable suspicion for the traffic stop may not be associated with 
driving behavior consistent with the impairment, for example an equipment violation. 
Therefore, all observations during the vehicle in motion phase should be noted in order to 
illustrate the environment to the court later. 

Potential team members involved at this point may include law enforcement officer who 
observed the driving and/or made the traffic stop, other law enforcement officers who may 
have made observations or were called in to assist, and/or lay witnesses, including other people 
in the vehicle or other motorists. 

Law enforcement officers should note every observation made regarding driving. This includes 
observations before and after you activate your emergency equipment. If there is a crash 
involved, the officer probably will not actually observe driving. Therefore, witnesses to the 
crash should be noted to prove specific statutory requirements. 
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Slide 24. 

Phase Two: Personal Contact (Observations of the subject after the stop) – Preparation for trial 
continues with the traffic stop. Observations made before and after the subject exits the 
vehicle should be documented, for example odor of alcohol, slurred speech, bloodshot, watery 
eyes, inappropriate responses, and using the vehicle for support during exit and/or while 
walking. Accurate documentation is essential due to the length of time cases are adjudicated. 

Potential team members involved at this point may include law enforcement officer(s) who 
observed the subject following the traffic stop, other law enforcement officers who may have 
made observations or were called in to assist, and/or lay witnesses, including other people in 
the vehicle or other motorist. 

Law enforcement officers should note every observation made regarding personal contact. This 
includes your observations before and after the subject exits the vehicle. 

Documenting and articulating these observations can reinforce the reasonable suspicion for the 
stop. 
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Slide 25. 

Phase Three: Pre-Arrest Screening (Observations of the subject while performing all sobriety 
tests) – Preparation for trial continues with the officer conducting pre-arrest screening. 
Observations made during HGN, WAT, OLS and other ARIDE tests, including the associated 
clues, must be thoroughly documented. For example, during the WAT Test, the subject may not 
count their steps out loud while walking. This is considered an observation. The subject may 
start walking before being instructed to do so. This is considered a clue. 

Potential team members involved at this point may include law enforcement officer(s) who 
conducts the field sobriety tests and/or lay witnesses including other people in the vehicle or at 
the scene. 

Law enforcement officers should note every observation made regarding pre-arrest screening. 

This includes observations before, during and after the field sobriety tests. Recording and 
articulating these observations can reinforce the reasonable suspicion for the arrest. 
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Slide 26. 

During post arrest process the team will potentially include breath testing operators/technical 
supervisors, DREs, medical personnel, and/or jail personnel. DREs should be utilized whenever 
available on drug impaired driving cases. The officer should document what DRE was 
contacted, when they were contacted, and when they arrived for the evaluation. If a DRE is not 
available at the time of arrest, they may still be able to become part of the prosecution team. 

 

 
Slide 27. 

For this reason, it remains essential to document, in detail, all observations including those 
made after arrest.  

As preparation for trial begins the team may include: 

§ Local prosecutor:  When possible, at a minimum, the local prosecutor and the arresting 
officers should meet to discuss the details of the case and determine potential 
prosecution strategies 
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§ Toxicologist or representative from the appropriate state or contract lab:  The 
toxicologist can be used to corroborate the testimony of the DRE and to bridge the gap 
between the observations of the arresting officer and the lab report 

§ DRE Officer/DRE State Coordinator:  The DRE/DRE State Coordinator may be able to 
assist in identifying additional DRE resources 

§ Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor (TSRP) (If available):  If your state has a TSRP they can 
be utilized as a resource to assist both prosecutors and law enforcement 

§ International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) DEC Program Regional Coordinator 

§ National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)/National Association of 
Prosecutor Coordinators (NAPC) Prosecutor Fellow 

§ National Traffic Law Center (NTLC) 

 

 
Slide 28. 

As preparation for trial begins, remember to review your case file. Meet with the prosecutor, 
anticipate the defense, develop visual aids, etc. Visual Aids include pictures of the location, 
location of stop, appearance of defendant, videos of the performance on the SFSTs, charts, 
diagrams, etc. 

           

 

Briefly discuss the importance and relevance of each of visual aid examples 
listed. 
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Slide 29. 

At trial, it is imperative the prosecutor, arresting officer, DRE (if applicable), toxicologist and any 
other witness avoid using legal, law enforcement, or medical-specific language. The use of plain 
English assists the judge, jury, and others who are involved in the case to understand the 
specifics of all testimony.  

The team must work together to illustrate the entire process. Visual aids should be used to 
illustrate the location of the stop, physical appearance of defendant, and/or performance on 
the field sobriety tests. Visual aids may also assist in explaining the officer’s training and 
experience, factual concepts, and/or the legal elements of the offense. Visual aids engage the 
judge/jury and increase retention of information. 

From the time of the traffic stop, through the post arrest process, and until after the case is 
adjudicated the team must remain consistent. The prosecutor may be added to the team at any 
time. Ideally, the prosecutor would be on board immediately, especially in the case of serious 
injury or fatal crashes.  

Other items to remember for direct examination are to listen carefully to questions, think 
before you answer, ask for clarity if needed, relate training and experience, and talk to your 
audience. 

During cross examination, remember to be professional and answer only questions asked. If 
you don’t know the answer, say so. For example you can say, I do not know, I do not recall, or I 
cannot answer that question without explanation. 
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Slide 30. 

Remember:  There is no substitute for preparation. 

 

 
Slide 31. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

§ Complete a written examination with a passing grade 
§ Provide comments and suggestions for improving the training 

CONTENTS 

A.  Post Test .............................................................................................................................. 4 
B.  Critique ................................................................................................................................ 5 
C.  Review of Post Test ............................................................................................................. 6 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

§ Written Participant Examination 
§ Written Participant Critique 
§ Instructor-Led Presentation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 ARIDE 

Estimated time for session:  

WRITTEN EXAMINATION AND 
PROGRAM CONCLUSION 
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EXPLAIN that the course consists of live lecture, presentation slides, group 
activities, and supplemental materials. The participant guide is theirs to keep. 

The following icons are used throughout the guide.  

  Indicates an activity such as a discussion, game, or work session.  

  Indicates a website resource (web address). 

  Indicates a playable video. 

  Indicates an instructor note 

All instructor notes appear in bold, italic font. Instructor notes do not appear in 
the participant manual. 



P g .  3 | S e s s i o n 9  R e v i s e d  2 / 2 0 2 3   

 
Slide 1. 

 

 
 

 
Slide 2. 

 

 

Briefly review the objectives, content and activities of this session.  

Explain participants will take a written test to demonstrate their knowledge of 
the key topics covered in this training. They should study their participant 
manual prior to the test and become familiar with its contents.  
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A.  Post Test  

 
Slide 3. 

Purpose of the Post Test: To compare with pretest and determine extent of knowledge gained 
by participants. 

 

 

 

 

“Closed book" test. Passing score is 80%. 

Distribute Post Test. 

Collect completed Post Tests. 

Grade Post Test and redistribute to participants for review. 
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B.  Critique  

 
Slide 4. 

Purpose of the critique form: To identify possible improvements that can and should be made 
to this program. 

 

 

 

 

Explain to participants they will be asked to complete -- anonymously -- a 
critique form. The instructors need their comments and suggestions to help 
improve the course. 

Distribute critique forms. 

Collect completed critique forms. 
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C.  Review of Post Test  

 
Slide 5. 

If a passing score of 80% is not achieved, participant(s) will need to retake the entire course. 

 

 

 
Slide 6. 

  

If time allows, review participants’ questions regarding the post test. 
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ARIDE Training Critique 

For items 1-6, please select your level of agreement with the following statements.  Include any 
additional information in the space provided. 

Item Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 

Agree 
1. I was prepared for the SFST proficiency 

requirements associated with this training.   
O O O O O  Comments: 

  
 
2. The specific information provided in the seven 

drug categories (signs and symptoms) was 
sufficient to effectively understand how different 
drugs may affect individuals especially while 
driving. O O O O O 

 Comments: 
  
 
3. Based on the classroom content, I feel confident 

to conduct an effective roadside assessment of a 
suspected impaired driver. 

O O O O O  Comments: 
  
 
4. Based on the classroom content, I feel confident 

that I can identify general indicators associated 
with a suspected impaired driver. 

O O O O O  Comments: 
  
 
5. Overall, the ARIDE training provided me with 

information which is immediately applicable to my 
job. 

O O O O O  Comments: 
  
 
6. Upon completing the training, I can effectively 

communicate (in writing and in a courtroom 
setting) my observations associated with a driver 
who I suspect is impaired by alcohol, drugs, or a 
combination of both. O O O O O 

 Comments: 
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Please rate how helpful each workshop session was for you personally. 

Item Poor Fair Good Very 
Good Excellent 

Introduction and Overview “Drugs and Highway 
Safety” 

O O O O O 

Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Review O O O O O 

Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Proficiency 
Examination 

O O O O O 

Drugs in the Human Body O O O O O 

Observation of the Eyes and Additional Tests for 
Drug Impairment 

O O O O O 

Seven Drug Categories O O O O O 

The Effects of Drug Combinations O O O O O 

Pre and Post Arrest Procedures O O O O O 

 
Please mark the appropriate word to indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the 
following statements. 

Item Agree Disagree Not Sure 

The program contains some information that is not needed 
and that should be deleted. 

O O O 

There are some important topics missing from the program 
that should be added. 

O O O 

The program is too short. O O O 

I feel this program has improved my own ability to enforce 
DWI laws. 

O O O 

The instructors did a good job. O O O 

I am very glad I attended the program. O O O 

The program is too long. O O O 

The instructors should have been better prepared. O O O 

I feel fully qualified to use HGN now. O O O 

I feel fully qualified to use the two divided attention tests 
now. 

O O O 
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If you absolutely had to delete one session or topic from this training, what would it be?  

 

 
 

If you could add one new topic or session to this training, what would it be? 

 

 
 
 

 Poor Fair Good Very 
Good Excellent 

Please rate the overall quality of the training. O O O O O 

 
Please rate your instructors for this training. Rate the instructor(s) by selecting the appropriate 
response: 

Instructor Poor Below 
Average Average Above 

Average Excellent 

Name: 
O O O O O 

Comments: 

Name: 
O O O O O 

Comments: 

Name:  
O O O O O 

Comments: 

Name: 
O O O O O 

Comments:  

Name: 
O O O O O 

Comments: 
 
 
Name (optional):  ________________________________________________________________ 
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